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Students studying for a qualifying law degree or the GDL should be exempt.  Students taking this route either as mature students changing career direction or re-entering employment or as those who have decided to “convert” to law after a first degree but without intervening experience in employment or as a carer are seeking to improve their skills to order them better fit for employment.  The law profession is striving to improve diversity in the profession – an aim formally shared by Government – and this will be frustrated by withdrawing funding for such students.  The decision to continue funding Foundation degrees even though it might be of an ELQ is inconsistent with the removal of funding for others simply because the course happens not to be a Foundation degree.  To fund students for two years on Foundation degrees and not, for example, those on a one year conversion (GDL) is irrational and indefensible.  In both cases, the student is motivated by a desire to “re-skill”.  In both cases, benefits will flow to the economy.  The refusal to allow exemption for the GDL is inconsistent with the ability of a person to get four years funding for one year on one programme and then, by transfer, to three years on another at UG level.  CHULS urges HEFCE to promote an exemption for all “re-skilling” programmes for two years or below.
The effect of the change on institutions such as (but not exclusively) Birkbeck Law School, at which institution the impact of this change would be disproportionate, is a particular cause for serious concern.  The track record of such an institution in providing effective access on a part-time basis for diverse student cohorts and thus promoting diversity of entry to the law profession is outstanding and should be protected in specific terms, perhaps by granting exemption to mature students re-skilling after a specified period of 7 years.
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